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August Fools is a romantic comedy set against the political backdrop of the 
Cold War. It is the story of ELSA,  a middle-aged milliner and part-time 

clairvoyant  in total control of her life-until the man she once loved 
and lost walks in through the door of her little hat shop, in Helsinki, in 
1962. JAN a Czechoslovakian  jazz musician, is in town to perform at 
the “International Festival of Peace and Friendship of the Youth of the 
World.” For more than two decades Elsa has believed  the man to be 
dead.

Initially, Elsa wants to stay away from Jan –and especially from the 
Festival, which  for her is just another attempt  by the International 
Communists to brainwash the good, unususpecting citizens of Western 
countries, such as Finland. But Jan is persistent, persuasive, and 
charming.  As Elsa eventually overcomes her fear of love and 
commitment, she realises there is only one solution if the two  of them 
want  to be together for more than seven days of the Festival.  Jan has 
to defect to the West.

However  there are few issues to be solved: Elsa’s niece and apprentice 
MINNI has meanwhile  fallen in love with ADAM, the young Communist 
Party watchdog  of the  Czech delegation.  And during the hectic 
Festival days, Elsa has to share her time between  Jan and another man- 
her neighbour. Police chief Ståhl, who is responsible for the policing of 
the event.  Elsa has promised to use her clairvoyant’s skills to help him 
to cope with the task. Furthermore, Ståhls private life is in a total mess.

The intoxicating blend of hot August nights, music, dance and the 
ice-cold political paranoia of the Age of the Iron Curtain form the 
circumstances in which Elsa has to make her �nal choice. Will she yield 
to the wishes of the Finnish Police, who, under pressure from the KGB, 
wants her to track down two Czech  defectors Jan and Adam, or will she 
opt for an entirely new life herself ?

AUGUST FOOLS is a co-production between  Finland, Czech Republik 
and Norway. The Czech co-producer  are  Michal Kollar & Viktor Taus of 
Fog’n’Desire Films. www.fogndesire�lms.com.

August Fools is going to be shot 2012. Theatrical release autumn 2013.


